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ARTS & CULTURE

Sculpt and awe: Laurent Perbos brin
colour to life at Firetti Contempora

DUBAL Colour Gives MeLife, Firetti Contemporary
@ Alserkal Avenue’s current exhibition (Dec. 7,
2024 — Feb.7) unearths the organic link between
artists, colour and the energies their synergies
bring to the public — a topic which has been of
interest among scientists, artists and the viewing
public for ages. Giotto, an Italian painter and
architect from Florence during the Late Middle
Ages (d. 1337), for example, believed the colour
blue represented heaven. He painted the ceiling
of the Scrovegni Chapel a radiant blue.

Henri Matisse said: “Colour helps to express
light, not the physical phenomenon, but the only
light that really exists, that in the artist's brain.™
Claude Monet exclaimed: “Colour is my day long
obsession, joy and torment.” Vincent van Gogh is

y
hispaintings. WassilyKandinsky wrote that “Colour
is the keyboard, the eyes are the harmonies, the
soul is the piano with many strings. The artist is

to cause vibrations in the soul” French painter,
sculptor, and fimmaker Fernand Léger opined
thot “the craving for colour

© Top: Asculpture in close detail.
Left: Laurent Perbos eyes the world.

Aview of the works at Firetti
Contemporary.
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discipline, s one of the participating artists. In
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In
short, BeautyandGesture'reflectedinclusiveness
and the strong vakues of Olympism.

What were the results of

| was delighted to see that the enthusiasm
generated by this project in France also con-
quered the international scene. | hope to have
transmitted through this work a vision of a more
inclusive Olympic spirit, shaking up the collective

between the work and the public, relying on the
idea of a collective sensitivity and considering
“art as a state of encounter”. My intention is to

a standardised masculinity and which fre
excludes women and people with disabilities.

create works as a ground for exchange, both
physical and i 1
xisting games, such as ping pong

like those of Apolio, Artemis, Meleager, or Julien
de Médicis. with serendipitous modern elemems

tables or footballs, whose codes | divert. The
spectator is offered games and also another
ecta g d o

The opportunity to exhibit in Dubai, in col-
Iaboration with the Firetti Contemporary galery,

“Colour Gives Me Life is an of the
vibrant energy that colour brings to our lives,"

says Firetti Contemporary, “told through the
dynamic works of Ludmilla Radchenko, Rachel
K, Inab Ahmad, Laurent Perbos, Yana Abramova,
Siamak Azmi, and Samuele Ventanni. United by
their bold use of colour as a medium for storytell-

ing, these viewers ir

ffe int t symbols, h
creating a dialogue between eras. Gulf Todoy
sought out his thoughts in an interview

Why s sports the main theme of your work?
The objects that | chose to work with in my

orwork.
Can you tell us more about your work for the

Olympics?
The theme of myth s largely present in some
of my exhibitions. The history of the wordis in-

first sculptures were sports articles, well k
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since | have always conceived art as a space of
exploration, a permanent quest. | wish to share
: i many

years of work,
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