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Photographers: 

Alfred Noack 

Carlo Naja

 Leopoldo Alinari

Giacomo Brogi

Alphonse Bernoud

Edmond Behles

Robert Rive

Giorgio Sommer 

Gioacchino Altobelli 

James (Domenico) Anderson

Robert MacPherson 

Giacomo Caneva

Antonio and Paolo Francesco D’Alessandri

Giovanni Crupi

Giuseppe Incorpora

Wilhelm Plüschow

Wilhelm von Gloeden 

and Achille Mauri

Firetti Contemporary is pleased to announce the 
opening of The Grand Tour: A photographic journey 
in Italy.

For the first time in the United Arab Emirates, for-
ty vintage photographs and four original albums by 
the most prominent photographers working in Italy 
between 1850 and 1890 will  be exhibited, allowing 
viewers to experience the beauty and grandeur of It-
aly's scenic history. Visitors will  enjoy the nostalgia 
of “must-see” tour destinations in famous cities such 
as Milan, Venice, Florence, Rome, Naples, Pompeii, 
Palermo, Taormina, and others.

Curated by Michele Bonuomo and Mara Firetti,  the 
exhibition will  include the great works of legendary 
photographers such as Alfred Noack, Carlo Naja, 
Leopoldo Alinari, Giacomo Brogi, Alphonse Ber-
noud, Edmond Behles, Robert Rive, Giorgio Sommer, 
and Gioacchino Altobelli,  James (Domenico) Ander-
son, Robert MacPherson, Giacomo Caneva, Antonio, 
and Paolo Francesco D’Alessandri, Giovanni Crupi, 
Giuseppe Incorpora, Wilhelm Plüschow, Wilhelm 
von Gloeden, and Achille Mauri.

Created to capture memories of the cultural heritage 
which formed part of their identity, The Grand Tour 
was an exciting journey developed by legendary pho-
tographers, who set out to tour the great cities of Eu-
rope seeking history and art. Their journey took them 
through famous capitals such as London and Saint Pe-
tersburg, to the iconic cities of Italy, or the ancient 

“garden of the empire,” as referred to by the famous 
philosopher Dante Alighieri.

The photographs, which were among the most 
sought-after souvenirs of their adventures, were usu-
ally produced by Europe’s major photographers of 
the second half of the nineteenth century, at a time 
when owning a camera was a privilege enjoyed by only  

a few. At the end of the seventeenth century, The 
Grand Tour had evolved into a cultural education rit-
ual for Europe's young aristocrats, serving as a train-
ing trip with an itinerary that included the sites of 
Classic and Renaissance culture. Meeting new people 
and learning about their own origins, allowed them 
to gaze upon, romantically contemplate, and admire 
the ruins of a great civilization such as ancient Rome, 
as well as the Renaissance art and architecture that 
inspired many Northern European artists.

The Grand Tour was synonymous with wealth and 
cultural appeal. Italy was the preferred destination 
because it  was – and still  is – rich in works of art and 
remains of ancient architecture which, for the Euro-
pean culture of the day, represented both the essence 
of the Roman world and the Renaissance. By the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century, many tourists were vis-
iting Italy. And if  up to that moment the most popular 

“souvenirs” were engravings and paintings of land-
scapes and monuments, they were quickly eclipsed by 
photography.

Given that photography was in its infancy, and used 
only by professionals, most travellers who didn't own 
cameras purchased these pictures as keepsakes along 
stops of their trips. By the early 1850s, The Grand 
Tour had begun championing the rapid development 
of photography and its respective markets, with 
countless photographic studios springing up and 
flourishing primarily in the art cities of its itinerary.

As the market continued to grow, studios began ex-
ploring different sale strategies, eventually produc-
ing albums that contained a series of images repre-
senting summaries of the cities, their monuments, 
works of art, panora
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5



G I O R G I O  C O N R A D

Eruzione del Vesuvio,
26 aprile 1872
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

6 7



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R 

Napoli da Mare, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

8 9



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Eruzione del Vesuvio del 5 luglio, 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

10 11



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Il Vesuvio dal Monte Somma, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

12 13



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Eruzione del Vesuvio del 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

14 15



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Colata di lava sul Vesuvio, 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

16 17



F R A T E L L I  A L I N A R I 

Veduta di Napoli e del Golfo, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

18 19



P A S Q U A L E  E  A C H I L L E  E S P O S I T O 

Mangiatori di spaghetti, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

20 21



P A S Q U A L E  E  A C H I L L E  E S P O S I T O 

Pescatori a Mergellina, Napoli, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

22 23



D O M E N I C O  T R A M P E T T I

Carretto napoletano, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

24 25



D O M E N I C O  T R A M P E T T I 

Scugnizzi” a Napoli, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

26 27



W I L H E L M  V O N  P L Ü S C H O W 

Pescatore a Capri, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

28 29



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R 

Capri, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

30 31



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R 

Capri, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

32 33



F R A T E L L I  A L I N A R I  

Napoli, Porta Capuana, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

34 35



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Napoli, Castel dellOvo, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

36 37



W I L H E L M  V O N  P L Ü S C H O W  

Anacapri, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

38 39



P A S Q U A L E  E  A C H I L L E  E S P O S I T O  

Pescatore, Napoli, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

40 41



A L P H O N S E  B E R N O U D  

Pompei, 1875
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

42 43



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N  

Il tempio di Segesta, Sicilia, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

44 45



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N  

Sicilia, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

46 47



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Palermo, Monte Pellegrino, 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

48 49



G I A C O M O  B R O G I 

Palermo,  Orto Botanico, 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

50 51



G A E T A N O  D ' A G A T A  

La lava sull’Etna, 1910
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

52 53



G I A C O M O  B R O G I   

Palermo, Villa Tasca, 1895
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

54 55



I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N  

Taormina, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

56 57



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Aci Castello, Sicilia, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

58 59



F R A T E L L I  A L I N A R I    

Lo Stretto di Messina, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

60 61



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N   

Sulla strada per Taormina con l'Etna, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

62 63



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N   

Bambina a Taormina, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

64 65



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N   

Ali, Taormina, 1890 
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

66 67



W I L H E L M  V O N  G L O E D E N   

Tunisi, 1890
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

68 69



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R 

Locarno, Verso le Alpi, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

70 71



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Alpi svizzere, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

72 73



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Lowerzer See, Canton Ticino, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

74 75



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Zermatt, 1880
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

76 77



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Ghiacciao sulle Alpi, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

78 79



G I O R G I O  S O M M E R   

Sterzing, Canton Ticinoi, 1885
Photography 
50 cm x 35 cm (framed)

 

80 81



 
POMPEI

82 83



A L B U M  P O M P E I
23 photographs
14,5 cm x 10,7 cm

Author: Robert Rive (1825 –1895)
Album size: 

25,2 cm x 18,6 cm

 



V E D U T A  G E N E R A L E  d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

86 87



F O R O  C I V I L E  d i  P O M P E I 

Photography

 

88 89



L A  B A S I L I C A  d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

90 91



T E M P I O  d i  V E N E R E  P O M P E I

Photography

 

92 93



T E M P I O  d i  M E R C U R I O  d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

94 95



96 97



I N T E R N O  d e l  T E A T R O  T R A G I C O  d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

98 99



T E M P I O  D ’ I S I D E  d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

100 101



S T R A D A  S T A B B I A N A .  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

102 103



I N T E R N O  d e i  B A G N I  d i  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

104 105



F O N T A N A  d i  M O S A I C O 
d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

106 107



M U L I N I  e  F O R N O .  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

108 109



110 111



D O N N A  T R O V A T A  I N  P O M P E I  N E L  1 8 7 5

Photography

 

112 113



C A S A  d i  M A R C O  O L C O N I O .  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

114 115



CASA di CORNELIO RUFO.

Photography

 

116 117



C A S A  d i  M .  L U C R E T I U S .  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

118 119



C A S A  d e l  F A U N O  d i  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

120 121



C A S A  d e l  P O E T A  T R A G I C O  d i  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

122 123



C A S A  d i  S A L L U S T I O .  P O M P E I .

Photography

 

124 125



D I A N A  e  A C T E O N E  –  A F F R E S C O  
d i  P O M P E I

Photography

 

126 127



S T R A D A  d e l l e  T O M B E  d i  P O M P E I . 

Photography

 

128 129



C A S A  d i  D I O M E D E .  P O M P E I . 

Photography

 

130 131



A N F I T E A T R O  d i  P O M P E I . 

Photography

 

132 133



 
POMPEI

134 135



A L B U M  R O M A
60 photographs
25 cm x 19 cm

Various authors 
Album size:

38 cm x 28,5 cm



PANORAMA dal PINCIO. 

Roma

138 139



S .  P I E T R O  d a l  T E V E R E . 

Roma 

140 141



P I A Z Z A  d i   S .  P I E T R O 

Roma 

142 143



I N T E R N O  d i   S .  P I E T R O 

Roma

 
144 145



C A P P E L L A  S I S T I N A 

Roma

 
146 147



L O G G I E  d i  R A F F A E L L O  a l  V A T I C A N O 

Roma

148 149



INTERNO di S. PAOLO. 

Roma

 
150 151



S .  G I O V A N N I 

Roma

 
152 153



I N T E R N O  d i  S .  G I O V A N N I 

Roma

 
154 155



S .  M A R I A  M A G G I O R E

Roma

 
156 157



INTERNO di S. MARIA MAGGIORE

Roma

 
158 159



PIAZZA del POPOLO dal PINCIO

Roma

 
160 161



T R I N I T A  d e i  M O N T I

Roma

 
162 163



F O N T A N A  d i  T R E V I

Roma

 
164 165



P I A Z Z A  N A V O N A

Roma

 
166 167



P I N C I O .  F O N T A N A  d e l  M O S E

Roma

 
168 169



V I L L A  P A M P H I L Y

Roma

 
170 171



P A N T H E O N  d i  A G R I P P A

Roma

 
172 173



I N T E R N O  d e l  P A N T H E O N

Roma

 
174 175



C A M P I D O G L I O

Roma

 
176 177



F O R O  R O M A N O

Roma

 
178 179



B A S I L I C A  G I U L I A

Roma

 
180 181



C O L O S S E O

Roma

 
182 183



P A L A Z Z O  d e i  C E S A R I ,  C A S A  d i  T R I B E R I O

Roma

 
184 185



A R C O  d i  T I T O

Roma

 
186 187



A R C O  d i  C O N S T A N T I N O

Roma

 
188 189



F O R O  T R A J A N O

Roma

 
190 191



C O L O N N A  A N T O N I N A

Roma

 
192 193



T E M P I O  d i  M I N E R V A

Roma

 
194 195



T E A T R O  d i  M A R C E L L O

Roma

 
196 197



T E M P I O  d i  V E S T A

Roma

 
198 199



T E R M E  d i  C A R A C A L L A

Roma

 
200 201



T O M B A  d i  C E C I L I A  M E T E L I A

Roma

 
202 203



V I A  A P P I A

Roma

 
204 205



P A N O R A M A  d e g l i  A C Q U E D O T T I

Roma

 
206 207



B I G A

Museo Vaticano

 
208 209



N I L O

Museo Vaticano

 
210 211



L A O C O O N T E

Museo Vaticano

 
212 213



A P O L L O  d i  B E L V E D E R E

Museo Vaticano

 
214 215



C E S A R E   A U G U S T O

Museo Vaticano

 
216 217



M E L E A G R O

Museo Vaticano

 
218 219



P E R S E O  –  C A N O V A

Museo Vaticano

 
220 221



F O R T U N A

Museo Vaticano

 
222 223



D I S C O H O L O

Museo Vaticano

 
224 225



F A U N A  d i  P R A S S I T E L E

Museo Capitolino

 226 227



V E N E R E

Museo Capitolino

 
228 229



230 231



G L A D I A T O R E  M O R I B O N D O

Museo Capitolino

 
232 233



S O F O C L E

Museo Laterano

 
234 235



M O S E

Michelangelo

 
236 237



M A D O N N A  d i  F O L I G N O

Museo Vaticano

 
238 239



T R A S F I G U R A Z I O N E  –  R A F A E L L O

Museo Vaticano

 
240 241



C O M U N I O N E  d i  S .  G I R O L A M O

Museo Vaticano

 
242 243



M A D O N N A  –  C A R L O  D O L C I 

Galleria Corsini

 
244 245



S .  M I C H E L E  –  G U I D O  R E N I

Chiesa dei Cappuccini

 
246 247



M A D D A L E N A  –  C O R R E G I O

Galleria Borghese

 
248 249



250 251



252 253



254 255



 
POMPEI

256 257



A L B U M 
R E I S E  E R I N N E R U N G E N
30 photographs
28 cm x 21 cm

Author: August 
Alfred Noak (1833 – 1895)
Album size: 

35 cm x 25 cm

258 259



P A N O R A M A  d a  S .  C A R L O 

Milano

 
260 261



P I A Z Z A  D E L  D U O M O 

Milano

 
262 263



I L  D U O M O 

Milano

 
264 265



I N G R E S S O  a l l a  G A L L E R I A  V .  E . 

Milano

 
266 267



G A L L E R I A  V I T T O R I O  E M A N U E L E 

Milano

 
268 269



M I L A N O .  A R C O  D E L  S E M P I O N E

Milano

 
270 271



P A N O R A M A  d a g l i  A N G E L I 

Genova

 
272 273



P A N O R A M A  d a  P O R T A  C H I A P P E 

Genova

 
274 275



P A N O R A M A 

Genova

 
276 277



P A N O R A M A  d a  V I L L A  R O S A Z Z A 

Genova

 
278 279



P I A Z Z A  A C Q U A V E R D E

Genova

 
280 281



P I A Z Z A  C A R I C A M E N T O 

Genova

 
282 283



P I A Z Z A  F O N T A N E  M O R O S E

Genova

284 285



L ’ A C Q U A S O L A 

Genova

 
286 287



V I L L E T T A  d i  N E G R O 

Genova

 
288 289



L a  L A N T E R N A 

Genova

 
290 291



S .  L O R E N Z O 

Genova

 
292 293



294 295



P A L A Z Z O  T U R S I 

Genova

 
296 297



L ’ U N I V E R S I T A 

Genova

 
298 299



C A M P O S A N T O 

Genova

 
300 301



G A L L E R I A  I N T E R I O R E 

Genova

 
302 303



PEGLI. P A N O R A M A

Genova

 
304 305



P E G L I . 

Genova

 
306 307



P E G L I .  L A  S P I A G G I A 

Genova

 
308 309



V I L L A  P A L L A V I C I N I .  P A N O R A M A 

Pegli

 
310 311



V I L L A  P A L L A V I C I N I 

Pegli

 
312 313



V I L L A  P A L L A V I C I N I 

Pegli

 
314 315



V I L L A  P A L L A V I C I N I 

Pegli

 
316 317



V I L L A  P A L L A V I C I N I 

Pegli

 
318 319



 
POMPEI

320 321



A L B U M  I T A L I A
80 photographs
25,5 cm x 20 cm

Various authors 
Album size:

36 cm x 26, 6 cm

 



T R I N I T A  d e i  M O N T I  e  S C A L I N A T A 

Roma

 
324 325



L a  C O N F E S S I O N E  d i  S .  P I E T R O 

Roma

 
326 327



328 329



SAN PIETRO

Roma

 
330 331



M O N U M E N T O  d i  P I O  6   i n  S .  P I E T R O 

Roma

 
332 333



C O L O N N A T O  D I  S .  P I E T R O 

Roma

 
334 335



VATICANO SALA della BIBLIOTEC

Roma

 
336 337



S A L A  O T T A G O N A 

Roma

 
338 339



V E D U T A  D E L  F I U M E 

Roma

 
340 341



INTERNO del CHIOSTRO di S. PAOLO 

Roma

 
342 343



C H I O S T R O  o f  S .  G I O V A N N I 

Roma

 
344 345



I N T E R N O  d e l  P A N T H E O N 

Roma

 
346 347



I L  C A M P I D O G L I O

Roma

 
348 349



F O R O  R O M A N O  E  T E M N I O  D I  S A T U R N O 

Roma

 
350 351



B A S I L I C A  G I U L I A 

Roma

 

352 353



P I A Z Z A  D E L  D U O M O 

Milano

354 355



COLOSSEO DALL’ALTO 

Roma

 356 357



PALATINO. STADIO DI DOMIZIANO

Roma

 
358 359



P A L A T I N O  P I S C I N A

Roma

 
360 361



V I A  A P P I A  V E C C H I A .  P A N O R A M A

Roma

362 363



P A L A T I N O .  A E D E S  P U B L I C A E

Roma

 
364 365



T E M P I O  D I  P A L L A D E

Roma

 
366 367



S C A L A  S A N T A

Roma

 
368 369



S. LORENZO FUORI le MURA

Roma

 
370 371



T E M P I O  D I  V E S T A  c o l  T E M P I O   D E L L A  
F O R T U N A  V I R I L E  E  l a  C A S A  d i  R I E N Z I

Roma

 372 373



P I R A M I D E  D I  C A I O  C E S T I O

Roma

 
374 375



PALATINO

Villa Panfili

 
376 377



PONTE LUCANO

Tivoli 

 
378 379



P. RUDERID APPARTAMENTI IMPERIALI

Villa Adriana

 
380 381



P A N O R A M A  d a  S .  M A R T I N O

Napoli

 
382 383



PALAZZO REALE, SCALA

Napoli

 
384 385



C A S A  d i  D I O M E D E

Naples

 
386 387



ERCOLANO – CASA DE ARISTIDE

Naples

 
388 389



SEGESTA TEMPIO

Palermo

 
390 391



MONREALE CHIOSTRO

Napoli

 
392 393



Napoli

 
394 395



TARANTELLA

Napoli

 
396 397



398 399



PALATINO

Roma

 
400 401



402 403



404 405



INTERNO DEL DUOMO di SIENA

Siena

 
406 407



408 409



CASTEL S. ANGELO

Roma

 
410 411



S .  P A O L O  P U O R I  l e  M U R A

Roma

 
412 413



F A C C I A T A  d i  S .  G I O V A N N I

Roma

 
414 415



P A N T H E O N  d i  A G R I P P A

Roma

416 417



F O R O  T R A J A N O

Roma

 
418 419



F O R O  R O M A N O .  P A N O R A M A

Roma

 
420 421



F O R O  R O M A N O

Roma

 
422 423



A R C O  S E T T I  m i o  S E V E R O

Roma

 
424 425



A R C O  D I  T I T O

Roma

 
426 427



I N T E R N O  D E L  C O L O S S E O

Roma

 
428 429



P A L A T I N O .  S A L A  R E G I A

Roma

 
430 431



P A L A T I N O .  E S S E D R A  d e l l o  S T A D I O

Roma

 
432 433



T O M B A  d i  C E C I L I A  M E T E L L A

Roma

 
434 435



P A L A T I N O .  P U L V I N A R E  I M P E R I A L E

Roma

 
436 437



A R C O  d i  T I T O  e  C O L O S S E O

Roma

 
438 439



F O N T A N A  d i  T R E V I

Roma

 
440 441



P I A Z Z A  N A V O N A

Roma

 
442 443



P I A Z Z A  d e l  P O P O L O

Roma

 
444 445



F A C C I A T A  d i  S . M .  M A G G I O R E

Roma

 
446 447



V I L L A  P A M P H I L I

Roma

 
448 449



T I V O L I  C A S C A T E L L E

Roma

 
450 451



B I B L I O T E C A  G R E C A .  V I L L A  A D R I A N A

Roma

 
452 453



V I L L A  A L B A N I

Roma

 
454 455



C A S T E L L O  d e l l ’ O V O

Napoli

 
456 457



V I L L A  N A Z I O N A L E
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P A N O R A M A
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P A N O R A M A  d i  E R C O L A N O
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O R T O  B O T A N I C O  –  V I A L E  D E L L E  P A L M E

G. Incorpora Palermo
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C A R R O  S I C I L I A N O
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PHOTOGRAPHERS



August Alfred Noack, also known as Augusto Alfredo Noack (Dresden, May 
25, 1833 - Genoa, November 21, 1895), was a German-Italian photographer. 
He was one of the pioneers of photography. His work is considered a response 
to the pictorial and artistic realism in vogue, especially in the final part of the 
nineteenth century.

AUGUST ALFRED NOACK
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Fratelli Alinari is the oldest company in the world operating in the field of 
photography, image and communication. Established in Florence in 1852 by 
the brothers Leopoldo (1832–1865), Giuseppe (1836–1890) and Romualdo 
Alinari (1830–1890), the Alinari company was the first photographic company 
admitted to the service of the Vatican Museums, the Louvre and various Italian 
museums. The brothers would photograph the artworks present in the muse-
ums at the time.

THE ALINARI BROTHERS
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Carlo Naya (Tronzano Vercellese, 2 August 1816 - Venice, 30 May 1882) was 
an Italian photographer, known for his photography of the city of Venice. His 
themes ranged from works of art to views, from architecture to folkloristic 
scenes. In 1875 he published a collection entitled Ricordo di Venezia (memo-
ries of Venice), containing 20 photographs of Venice. He also worked in Padua, 
in 1865, dedicating himself to the Scrovegni Chapel, a famous work by Giotto. 
Some of his works are kept in the George Eastman House.

CARLO NAYA
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Giacomo Brogi (Florence, April 6, 1822 - Florence, November 29, 1881) was 
an Italian photographer. He began his career as a photographer around 1856 
and founded his own company around 1864: Edizioni Brogi Firenze. He spe-
cialized in portraiture and later in photographs of works of art, in particular in 
the reproduction of sculpture and in panoramas. He carried out several photo-
graphic campaigns in the Italian regions and organized an important one in the 
Middle East, in particular by photographing the Holy Places, achieving a silver 
medal by Pope Pius IX. The Brogi company took part in the Vienna World’s 
Fair in 1873, in Milan in 1881 and the Florence Universal Exhibition in 1889.

GIACOMO BROGI
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Alphonse Bernoud (Meximieux, February 4, 1820 - Lyon, November 24, 1889) 
was a French photographer. A pioneer of photography, Bernoud left France to 
reach Italy, where his fame soon reached the high ranks of Italian society, so 
much so that he became the photographer of the Bourbon court first, and later 
of the House of Savoy.

ALPHONSE BERNOUD

495



Robert Rive (Breslau, about 1825 - Naples, after 1889) was a French photog-
rapher. He was born in Prussia to a French father and later changed his name 
to Roberto after moving to Italy. Rive has been active in Naples since 1850. He 
took numerous photographs of the excavations of Pompeii, of ancient Roman 
sculptures and also of the first casts of victims of the eruption of Vesuvius in 
‘79. In 1867 he participated in the International Exposition “Exposition Univer-
selle” the second world’s fair in Paris. He was one of the first photographers to 
produce stereographic views, highly valued as souvenirs.

ROBERT RIVE
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Giorgio Sommer (Frankfurt am Main, 1834 - Naples, 9 August 1914) was an 
Italian-German photographer. After his commercial studies, he devoted him-
self completely to photography, becoming one of the most famous and prolific 
photographers of the nineteenth century. He first worked in Switzerland, where 
he produced relief images of mountains for the Swiss government. In 1856 he 
moved his business to Naples and later (1866) formed a partnership with the 
German photographer Edmund Behles (also known as Edmondo Behles) who 
owned a studio in Rome. Operating from their respective studios in Naples and 
Rome, Sommer and Behles became the most prolific photograph producers in 
Italy.

His catalogue included images from the Vatican Museums, the National Archae-
ological Museum of Naples, the Roman ruins in Pompeii, streets and architec-
ture of Naples, Florence, Rome, Capri and Sicily. Sommer and Behles partici-
pated in numerous exhibitions winning countless prizes and awards for their 
work (London 1862, Paris 1867, Vienna 1873, Nuremberg 1885). Finally, Som-
mer was appointed official photographer of King Vittorio Emanuele II of Italy.

GIORGIO SOMMER
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Gioacchino Altobelli (Terni, 1814 - post 1878) was an Italian painter and pho-
tographer. Many of the Roman views he made were presented at the Universal 
Exposition in Paris in 1867, with great success. We have news of him up to the 
end of 1878. The exact place and date of his death are not known.

GIOACCHINO ALTOBELLI
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James Isaac Atkinson Anderson (Blencarn, March 11, 1813 - Rome, February 
27, 1877) was a British painter and photographer, who settled in Rome in 1838. 
He lived in Rome until his death, where he established his a photographic 
studio, later ran by to three generations of Andersons, first his son Domenico 
(1854-1938), and then with his sons, Alessandro and Giorgio. Their studio 
procured a long international fortune.

JAMES ISAAC ATKINSON ANDERSON
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